The private journal ofJames Burney Second Lieutenant of the 'Adventure' on Cook's second voyage, 1772-1773, Canberra, National Library of Australia, 1975, 8vo, pp. xi, 112, illus., Aus.$10.50. James Burney, the brother of Fanny Burney, sailed with Cook in the expedition which included Antarctica, New Zealand, Tasmania, Tahiti, and Tonga, and during it he kept a diary. This is here transcribed and it provides an additional and previously unknown source of information about eighteenth-century shipboard life, not the least of the sailor's problems being those of nutrition, hygiene, and illness. The ethnological and anthropological data are also of considerable value and interest. Altogether the journal provides a fascinating account of maritime exploration, quite apart from the light it sheds on an interesting man, who later became an outstanding geographer. It is certainly an important document, although not , a list of seventyfour men and one woman. The biographies are adequate, although there is a great paucity of references to sources, but the accounts of the individuals' work are not. It is, for example, difficult to know why certain persons have been selected for inclusion; thus the account of Ram6n y Cajal covers three pages but his contribution to hand surgery is not made clear. There are portraits of most of those selected and usually a reproduction of the title-page or first page of a periodical article which justifies the author's choice.
Unfortunately his knowledge of history and of the history of medicine is limited, and it is impossible to derive from his book a survey of the evolution of hand surgery. Moreover, as most of the biographies can be found elsewhere, many may object to paying the high price asked, which includes sumptuous padded binding. GERT Publications, 1976, 8vo, pp. x, 193, illus., $7.95 ($4.95 paperback).
To reprint articles from little-known periodicals of small circulation is entirely justifiable, but to collect together papers that have appeared in international journals with widespread sales, such as the Journal in the first of these books and Isis in the second, is difficult to understand, unless student use is intended.
In each instance there is a brief introduction, followed in Dr. Brieger's book by sixteen articles in five groups: medical education; medical theory and medical research; medical practice; surgery; medical care. In Dr. Mayr's there are nineteen. The papers are produced facsimile, but it is interesting that in neither of the books are their locations given, almost as though the publishers wished to conceal their origins. There are, of course, no indexes.
477 JOSEPH K. BALDWIN, A collector's guide to patent andproprietary medicine bottles ofthe nineteenth century, Nashville, Tenn., Nelson, 1973, 4to, pp. 540, illus., $15 .00. A comprehensive guide to medicine bottle collecting which is now a flourishing hobby. There are 4,385 entries, each giving the name of the contents, its supposed therapeutic use, the place of advertising, and, in more than 800 cases, a drawing of it. They are arranged alphabetically by the name of the medicine, so that as well as a guide to American bottles the book is also an index to American patent and proprietary remedies. Their variety and number is a revelation, and it would be most useful to have a similar list of British so-called quack medicines. & Swinfen, 1975, 8vo, pp. iv, 171,£5.95 . After a lengthy and valuable introduction and a discussion of format and procedures, the author groups her material under 'Ancient sources' and 'Modem works'. In the former are works by and about female authors and then by male authors. The section on 'Modem works' contains 'General works on women (Greece and Rome)', 'Women in Greece', 'Etruscan women', and 'Women in Rome and provinces'. There are 534 entries altogether referring to books and periodical articles, with useful comments concerning most of them. An 'Index of women in antiquity' and 'Index of authors, editors, and translators' complete the volume. All classical libraries will wish to possess it. JOHN HARVEY, Early nurserymen. With reprints of documents and lists, Chichester, Phillimore, 1974, 8vo, pp. xiv, 276, illus., £4.75. Trade in seeds, bulbs, plants, and trees seems to have begun in Britain in the thirteenth century and the author traces it from these distant origins to the nineteenth century. This is a fascinating story, of value especially to the historian of botany, but also to the historian of medicine and pharmacy in view of the close association with the cultivation of herbs. The economic historian will also find it of interest and, of course, the general reader. The text is amply supplied with notes and references. Akin to the Jackdaw series of teaching kits, this folder contains an 'Introduction' which details the origins of the various component parts and gives a brief account of Nottingham's public health problems, which include overcrowding and disease, infectious diseases prevalent in the first half of the nineteenth century such as cholera, typhoid and typhus, and water supplies. Supporting documents extend these topics, and maps and photographs illustrate them. This is an excellent method of bringing to life historical periods and problems, and helping the student to memorize facts. There are many other topics in the history of medicine which could be handled in this fashion.
WALTER RIESE, Il concetto di malattia. Storia, interpretazioni, e natura, Milan, Episteme Editrice, 1976, 8vo, pp. 159, [no price stated] . Dr. Riese's book, The conception of disease; its history, its versions and its nature, appeared first in 1953 (see, for example, Professor 0. Temkin's review in Bull. Hist. Med., 1956, 30: 386-388) . This translation has a new preface by the author, but, as Temkin points out, although it is not a history of the subject, it adopts a historical approach. 479
